
Fortune International EAS Engineering, Inc. Page   
 
 
 
  

2015 

Prepared by: 
EAS Engineering, Inc. 

3/7/2015 

slangley
Typewritten Text
Fortune International

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text
An assessment of environmental constraints and opportunities for development of Old Cutler Village, a property lying east of Old Cutler Road and south of S.W. 184th Street, Miami, Florida

slangley
Typewritten Text
Environmental Assessment Report

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text

slangley
Typewritten Text



Fortune International EAS Engineering, Inc. Page i 
 

 

Table of Contents 

 

BACKGROUND ......................................................................................................... 1 

SITE DESCRIPTION .................................................................................................. 1 
Historic Use ................................................................................................................................... 1 

Vegetation ...................................................................................................................................... 1 

Wildlife .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

Wetlands ........................................................................................................................................ 2 

National Wetland Inventory (NWI) ............................................................................................... 2 

Soils................................................................................................................................................ 2 

Solid Waste .................................................................................................................................... 2 

CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................ 3 
 

 

Appendix A – Letter from DERM, January 16, 2015, verifying wetland/upland boundary. 

Appendix B – E-mail from SFWMD, March 17, 2015, verifying wetland/upland boundary.



Fortune International EAS Engineering Page 1 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
Fortune International, Inc. owns an 8 ½ acre parcel of land in south Miami-Dade County, in Section 
3, Township 56 South, Range 40 East.  The property lies east of Old Cutler Road, and extends from 
S.W. 184th Street south to approximately S.W. 188th Street (Figure 1).   
 
EAS Engineering has been working with the owners of the subject property on land development 
issues since 2007, when the subject property was part of a much larger parcel of land, consisting of 
over 138 acres that extended all the way to Biscayne Bay.  At that time, the owners submitted 
applications to the County and the applicable agencies to develop the property with approximately 
400 residential units, in a plan that included a CERP flow way donation of approximately 90 acres 
on the easternmost side of the development, shrinking the development footprint to approximately 
48 acres.  This plan was originally supported by SFWMD regulatory and CERP staff.  However, in 
2009, the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) decided to acquire all of the 138 
acres as part of the CERP footprint.  Subsequent discussions among the owners and SFWMD, with 
local neighborhood groups in attendance, shrank the acquisition parcel to 130 acres, leaving the 8 ½ 
acre upland parcel out of the acquisition because it was unnecessary to the CERP project. 
 
The current owners now propose to develop only the upland portion of the property, between the 
wetlands and Old Cutler Road.  Figure 2 presents a 2013 aerial photograph of the subject property. 
This report presents an environmental assessment of the property based on our past experience and 
more recent site inspections. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
Historic Use 
 
EAS Engineering has reviewed historical aerial photographs of the subject property.  The earliest 
available aerial photo of this site (1938, Figure 3) shows that the area east of Old Cutler Road and 
south of S.W. 184th Street was actively farmed for row crops at that time.  Agriculture continued on 
the subject site until 1992, after which farming appears to have been abandoned.   
 
Vegetation 
 
The property is forested, with clear upland characteristics throughout.  It is dominated by 
Australian Pine (Casuarina equisetifolia), Brazilian Pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius), Bishopwood 
(Bischofia javanica), Bottlebrush Tree (Callistemon rigidus), Mother-in-Law Tongue (Albizia 
lebbeck), Castor Bean (Ricinus communis), Napier Grass (Pennisetum purpureum) and Burma Reed 
(Neyraudia reynaudiana).  All of this vegetation is exotic vegetation.  There is no substantial 
native vegetation on the subject property. 
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Wildlife 
 
Endangered species have not been observed on the subject property during our site inspections, and 
it is not likely that they would utilize an upland area dominated by exotic vegetation.  Wildlife in 
this area would most likely be limited to urban acclimated species such as raccoons and opossums. 
 
Wetlands  
 
Based on EAS Engineering’s surveys, a boundary between uplands and wetlands was defined in 
2005, as shown in Figure 4.  That boundary now serves as the eastern boundary of the subject 
property.  This wetland boundary was reviewed by Miami-Dade County DERM, the South Florida 
Water Management District and the Army Corps of Engineers at various times during our earlier 
work and was generally acknowledged to be accurate.  A new boundary for this project was 
established and marked in the field in 2015 (Figure 7).  This boundary was inspected jointly by 
EAS Engineering and Miami-Dade County DERM on January 15, 2015, and DERM confirmed that 
all of the property lying west of the boundary is upland property (Appendix A).  The boundary also 
was inspected by the SFWMD and EAS Engineering on March 13, 2015.  The SFWMD also 
agreed that there are no jurisdictional wetlands within the area described by the boundary (Appendix 
B). 
 
National Wetland Inventory (NWI) 
 
Figure 5 presents the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map of 
the subject site.  This coverage was obtained from the SFWMD GIS CD, version 1, 12/1997.  The 
NWI map is an inventory of the nation’s wetlands and deep water habitats and classifies them in an 
ecological, hierarchical structure (e.g. marine, estuarine, riverine, lacustrine and palustrine). The 
NWI categorizes all of the subject property as uplands. The nearest wetland on the NWI map is an 
area of forested palustrine (non-tidal) wetland about 500 feet east of the subject property. 
 
Soils 
 
Figure 6 shows the soil types in the project vicinity.  This soil coverage also was obtained from the 
South Florida Water Management District’s Geographic Information System Data CD. 
 
Krome Very Gravelly Loam is the dominant soil on the project site.  The eastern edge of the site is 
Perrine Marl, Drained.  Perrine Marl is a hydric (wetland) soil, while Krome Very Gravelly Loam 
is not hydric.  The Perrine Marl soils continue eastward toward Biscayne Bay from the subject 
property. The soil map lends support to the designated wetland boundary for this project. 
 
Solid Waste 
 
There are some scattered piles of solid waste on the subject property (Figure 8).  The waste appears 
to consist mostly of construction debris.  No large drums of liquid waste or other hazardous 
material has been observed.  This waste will have to be removed from the site and taken to a 
landfill. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The subject property is all upland property, so no wetland permits should be required for its 
development. Considerable care will be required to ensure that the work does not spill over onto 
wetlands east of the property. The eastern boundary will have to be clearly marked with barrier and 
silt fencing and no work, turbid discharge or storage of material will be allowed east of that 
boundary. 
 
All of the vegetation on the subject property is exotic vegetation.  It will all have to be removed 
from the site or burned on site.  Burn permits will be required if burning is the preferred disposal 
method. 
 
EAS Engineering is very familiar with the CERP component on this property and has concluded that 
the development of the subject property, as contemplated, will not have an adverse impact on CERP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2014-11/Environmental Assessment.docx 
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