TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman
Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall
Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott
Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin
Councilmember Peggy R. Bell

Town Manager Steven Alexander
Interim Town Attorney Mitchell Bierman
Interim Town Attorney Chad Friedman
Town Clerk Erika Gonzalez-Santamaria

This meeting is open to the public. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons
needing special accommodation, a sign language interpreter or hearing impaired to participate in this
proceeding should contact the Town Clerk at (305) 234-4262 for assistance no later than four days prior to
the meeting.

TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Monday, May 21, 2007
5:30 PM
Cutler Ridge Park
10100 Southwest 200th Street
Cutler Bay, Florida 33189
1.

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL

2.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.

SPECIAL ORDER:
A.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPOINTING
AS THE TOWN ATTORNEY OF THE TOWN; PROVIDING FOR A
RETAINER AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

TAB 1

B.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE “INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY”
RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF COUNTY PARKS TO THE TOWN OF
CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

TAB 2

C.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO GRANTS, AUTHORIZING THE
TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY FOR GRANT FUNDING FROM THE SAFE
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS BOND PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
Town of Cutler Bay
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TAB 3

4.

D.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE “INTERLOCAL
AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND TOWN OF CUTLER
BAY FOR DISTRIBUTION OF QUALITY NEIGHBHORHOOD
IMPROVEMENT FUNDS (QNIP)” RELATING TO THE DISBURSEMENT OF
QNIP FUNDS TO THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

TAB 4

E.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING AND ADOPTING THE MIAMI
DADE COUNTY ALTERNATE PROPERTY TAX REFORM LEGISLATIVE
PROPOSAL; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

TAB 5

ADJOURNMENT

PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 286.0105, THE TOWN HEREBY ADVISES THE PUBLIC THAT IF A
PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THIS COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO ANY
MATTER CONSIDERED AT ITS MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE
PROCEEDINGS, AND THAT FOR SUCH PURPOSE, THE AFFECTED PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE
THAT VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEECING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE
TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED THIS NOTICE DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE CONSENT BY THE TOWN FOR THE INTRODUCTION OR ADMISSION OF OTHERWISE
INADMISSIBLE OR IRRELEVANT EVIDENCE, NOR DOES IT AUTHORIZE CHALLENGES OR APPEALS NOT
OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY LAW.
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TAB 1

RESOLUTION NO. 07A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA,
APPOINTING
AS
THE
TOWN ATTORNEY OF THE TOWN; PROVIDING FOR A
RETAINER AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Cutler Bay, Florida is vested with
authority under Section 3.6 of the Charter of the Town of Cutler Bay, Florida to appoint a Town
Attorney; and
WHEREAS, a Request For Proposals was issued for that position and many qualified
applicants responded with excellent proposals; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor has nominated, and the Town Council wishes to confirm the
appointment of
to serve as Town Attorney.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
Recitals. The above Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated
herein by this reference.
Section 2.
Retainer Agreement. The terms and conditions of such appointment are set
forth in a retainer agreement which is substantially similar to the attached agreement and will be
based upon the terms determined by the Town Council.
Section 3.
Town Mayor Authorized. The Town Mayor is authorized to execute the
agreement between the Town and the Town Attorney in substantially the form attached hereto as
Exhibit “A,” on behalf of the Town.

Section 4.
adoption.

Effective Date.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon

day of

, 2007.

__________________________
PAUL S. VROOMAN
Mayor

Attest:

ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC
Town Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY:
_______________________________
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA
COLE & BONISKE, P.L.
Interim Town Attorney

Moved by:
Seconded by:
FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman
Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall
Councilmember Peggy R. Bell
Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott
Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin
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TAB 2

Office of the Town Manager
Steven J. Alexander
Town Manager

MEMORANDUM
To:

Honorable Mayor and Town Council

From: Steven J. Alexander, Town Manager
Date: May 18, 2007
Re:

Parks Interlocal Agreement

REQUEST
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER
BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE “INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY” RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF COUNTY
PARKS TO THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE
SAME AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
The Town Administration has been in lengthy negotiations with Miami-Dade County for an
interlocal agreement for the operation and conveyance of seven County-owned parks and
six County-owned parkways within the Town of Cutler Bay’s corporate limits. The
negotiations have included meetings and discussions with staff from various County
departments including the Office of Strategic Business Management and the Parks and
Recreation Department.
In an effort to transfer the parks to the Town as efficiently and expeditiously as possible, we
are anticipating that the transfer will take place in two steps. The first step would result in
the transfer of operational responsibility for the parks, taking effect December 1, 2006 (the
“Operation Date”). At this point, the Town would have full responsibility for the operation
and maintenance of all park sites. The second step would result in the transfer of the
ownership of the parks to the Town at a date to be determined by the Town and the MiamiDade Parks and Recreation Department (the “Conveyance Date”). On the conveyance
date, the Town would assume all ownership rights to the parks.
The agreement also provides for a “due diligence” period in order to identify any title
issues, environmental issues , boundary issues or any other deficiencies or safety issues that
may exist with any of the parks.
We believe that the attached interlocal agreement will allow for the most efficient transfer
of the parks from the County to the Town while ensuring that there are no outstanding
issues that will keep the parks from being utilized to their fullest extent.
RECOMMENDATION
We recommend that the attached resolution be adopted.
10720 Caribbean Boulevard, Suite 105, Cutler Bay, FL 33189
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RESOLUTION NO. 07-____
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING
THE “INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMIDADE COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY”
RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF COUNTY PARKS TO
THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, on November 8, 2005, a Charter for the Town of Cutler Bay (the “Town”)
was approved by the citizens of the Town, effective November 9, 2005; and
WHEREAS, on February 2, 2006, the Town Council was sworn into office; and
WHEREAS, on July 18, 2006, the Town and Miami Dade County (“County”) entered
into an interlocal agreement which, inter alia, provides for the County to transfer title to parks
within the geographic boundaries of the Town to the Town in a subsequent interlocal agreement,
and
WHEREAS, the Town and the County desire to effect the transfer of the parks upon the
terms of the interlocal agreement relating to the transfer of parks which is attached hereto and
made part hereof.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
by this reference.

Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein

Section 2.
Interlocal Agreement Approved. The “Interlocal Agreement between
Miami-Dade County and the Town of Cutler Bay” relating to the transfer of County parks to the
Town in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” is hereby approved.
Section 3.
Town Mayor Authorized. The Town Mayor is authorized to execute the
“Interlocal Agreement between Miami-Dade County and the Town of Cutler Bay” in
substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” on behalf of the Town.
Section 4.
adoption.

Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon

PASSED and ADOPTED this ____ day of

, 2007.

__________________________
PAUL S. VROOMAN
Mayor
Attest: ________________________
ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC
Town Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY:

_______________________________
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA
COLE & BONISKE, P.A.
Interim Town Attorney

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman

____

Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall

____

Councilmember Peggy R. Bell

____

Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott

____

Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin

____

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND
TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
This is an Interlocal Agreement between Miami-Dade County, a political subdivision of
the State of Florida (the "COUNTY") and the Town of Cutler Bay, a municipal corporation of
the State of Florida (the "TOWN"), entered into this _____ day of __________________, 200_
(the "Agreement").
WITNESSETH
WHEREAS, a Charter for the TOWN was approved by a majority of the voters of the
TOWN at the election held on November 8, 2005, and the TOWN Council took office on
February 2, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY owns, operates and maintains local parks within its
municipal boundaries, namely, Bel Aire Park, Saga Lake Park, Saga Bay Park, Whispering Pines
Mini-Park, Lincoln City Park #2, Cutler Ridge Park, Franjo Park and former Saga Bay
Homeowner Association parcels (the “Parks”); and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the COUNTY and the TOWN to provide
recreational facilities and opportunities to residents of the TOWN and the COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the COUNTY wishes to convey and the TOWN wishes to receive the
Parks; and
NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING MUTUAL
COVENANTS THE COUNTY AND THE TOWN AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
1.

Recitals
The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.
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2.

Operation of Parks
a. The TOWN has taken over day to day operation, including but not limited to,
maintenance, programming, operation and staffing of the Parks from the
County on ___________, 200_ (“Operation Date’). The TOWN will continue
to operate the Parks under a permit to conduct business until the Conveyance
Date.
b. In an effort to maintain continuous operation of existing recreational
programs, COUNTY, upon obtaining permission from each program
participant, will provide the TOWN on or before the Operation Date, a
comprehensive listing of information for all program participants to include
contact name, address, phone number, account status and program affiliation.
This list will include all participants from fiscal year 2005-2006 and all
current program participants and their personal contact information.
c. The COUNTY shall not remove any personal property, fixtures or equipment
from the Parks prior to the Conveyance Date, but shall make all such personal
property, fixtures, equipment available for the TOWN’s use until the
Conveyance Date as specified in the applicable permit.

3.

Transfer of Parks
a. The COUNTY shall convey the parks to the TOWN and shall execute and
deliver to the TOWN the attached COUNTY Deeds, incorporated herein as
Exhibits 1-8.
b. Property and facilities are conveyed in an as-is condition, and subject to all
easements, agreements, and restrictions, evidence of such to be provided prior
to conveyance. Prior to conveyance, the COUNTY will inspect the premises
with the TOWN and correct any mutually determined deficiencies and/or
safety hazards identified pursuant to the inspection and inform the TOWN of
any ongoing safety and/or environmental issues, which the COUNTY will
make every reasonable effort to correct in a timely manner.
c. Within 30 days of the execution of this Agreement, the COUNTY shall
provide the TOWN with a list and a copy of all agreements for services that
the COUNTY may have with any third party vendors or organizations
providing services at the Parks. Except as otherwise, provided herein, upon
direction from the TOWN Manager, the County Manager or his/her designee
shall be authorized to either terminate the third party agreements prior to the
Conveyance Date of the Parks or, if requested by the TOWN Manager execute
an assignment of any such agreements to the TOWN provided that such
Page 2 of 9
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termination or execution does not penalize or prejudice the COUNTY in any
way.
d. Within 30 days of the execution of this Agreement, the COUNTY shall
provide the TOWN with a copy of all permits, plans, and any and all other
available documents pertaining to the COUNTY’S operation of the Parks,
including, but not limited to, budgets and scopes of services for all Safe
Neighborhood Parks Bond funds, Quality Neighborhood Improvements
Program Bond funds and Building better Communities Bond fund programs
currently in place for all parks identified herein.
e. Within 30 days of the execution of this Agreement, the COUNTY shall take
all steps necessary to transfer and/or assign to the TOWN any warranties or
guarantees the COUNTY may have for the Parks, personal property, fixtures
or other park improvements or equipment.
The Town Manager and the Director of the Miami-Dade Park and Recreation Department
shall mutually agree to the date of the execution and transfer of the conveyance documents for
each park to be transferred to the Town which shall be no later than 30 days after a request for
the same by the TOWN and the County Manager is hereby authorized to execute the necessary
conveyance documents as appropriate.
4.

Restrictions Related to the Town’s Use of the Property
As a condition to the acceptance of the Property, the TOWN agrees that:
a. The Parks shall be used in perpetuity as public parks and all improvements
shall be open to all Miami-Dade County residents.
b. The TOWN shall not discriminate against unincorporated residents in
program registration, pricing or other policies as they relate to the use of the
Parks.
c. Article 6 of the Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter shall apply to all
parks and, in addition, Section 25B-27(b) of the Safe Neighborhood Park
Ordinance shall apply to Cutler Ridge Park (Exhibit 9).
d. Should the TOWN violate any of the restrictions listed in Sections 3.a through
3.c, the COUNTY shall provide the TOWN with written notice of the alleged
violations including the statement “The COUNTY will exercise its
reversionary interest in the property if the violation is not cured.” Within 45
days of receipt of the notice, the TOWN shall cure the violation. If the
violation is of a type that cannot be cured within this time period, the TOWN
shall notify the COUNTY in writing specifying the reason and the additional
time required to cure the violation. However, in no event shall the time to cure
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exceed 90 days, unless such time period is extended by action of the County
Commission. Failure of the TOWN to cure the violation within the specified
time period shall result in the Property automatically reverting to the
COUNTY without any entitlement or recourse against the County for payment
of any improvements whatsoever made to, on or for any of the properties
5.

Further Conditions of Conveyance

a. By accepting this conveyance, the TOWN agrees that it will make every good
faith effort to develop, operate and maintain the Parks in a manner that
provides appropriate active and passive recreational opportunities to park
users consistent with normal and customary park and recreation policies.
b. The Parks will be operated and maintained in a manner generally equal to or
better than Miami-Dade County Park and Recreation Department standards.
c. With respect to the balance of Safe Neighborhood Park Bond funds contracted
by and between the Miami-Dade County Parks and Recreation Department
and the County’s Office of Safe Neighborhood Parks for improvements to
Cutler Ridge Park, the TOWN will agree to utilize these funds within Cutler
Ridge Park in accordance with the provisions of the Safe Neighborhood Parks
Ordinance. This funding will be transferred to the TOWN subject to a
separate agreement.
d. With respect to the balance of Miami-Dade County’s Quality Neighborhood
Improvement Program Bond funds for Cutler Ridge Park, the TOWN will
agree to utilize the Quality Neighborhood Improvement Program Bond funds
designated for Cutler Ridge Park in accordance with the provisions of the
Quality Neighborhood Improvement Program, subject to a separate agreement
with the County.
e. The TOWN will make every effort to develop the parks in general accordance
with all plans and permits that the COUNTY has obtained prior to the
effective date of this agreement, provided however that the TOWN may, at its
sole discretion, change the plans, develop, or redevelop any of the Parks,
provided that the TOWN first holds a public hearing. Any amendments to the
current plans and permits are to be made in a manner that provides
substantially the same active and passive recreational opportunities to adults
and children living within the Service Area of each park.
6.

Indemnification
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a. Prior to the date of execution of this Agreement, the COUNTY shall provide
the TOWN with any known claims, litigation or other proceedings that may
be pending regarding the COUNTY’s operation of the Parks.
b. Prior to the Conveyance Date, the COUNTY The County does hereby agree
to indemnify and hold the TOWN harmless to the extent and within the
limitations of Section 768.28 Fla. Stat., subject to the provisions of that
Statute whereby the County shall not be held liable to pay a person injury or
property damage claim or judgment by nay one person which exceeds the sum
of $100,000, or any claim or judgments of portions thereof, which, when
totaled with all other occurrences, exceeds the sum of $200,000, from any and
all personal injury or property damage claims, liabilities, losses and causes of
action which may arise solely as a result of the negligence of the County.
However, nothing herein shall be deemed to indemnify the TOWN from any
liability or claim arising out of the negligent performance or failure of
performance of the TOWN or any unrelated third party.
c. After the Conveyance Date, the TOWN shall indemnify and hold harmless
the County and its officers, employees, agents and instrumentalities from any
and all liability, losses or damages, including attorneys’ fees and costs of
defense, which the County or its officers, employees, agents or
instrumentalities may incur as a result of claims, demands, suits, causes of
actions or proceedings of any kind or nature arising out of, relating to or
resulting from the performance of this Contract by the TOWN or its
employees, agents, servants, partners principals or subcontractors. The
TOWN shall pay all claims and losses in connections therewith and shall
investigate and defend all claims, suits or actions of any kind or nature in the
name of the County, where applicable, including appellate proceedings, and
shall pay all costs, judgments, and attorney’s fees which may issue thereon.
The TOWN expressly understands and agrees that any insurance protection
required by this Contract or otherwise provided by the TOWN shall in no way
limit the responsibility to indemnify, keep and save harmless and defend the
County or its officers, employees, agents and instrumentalities as herein
provided.
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7.

Notices
All notices hereunder must be in writing and shall be deemed validly given if sent
by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by hand delivery, or by overnight
delivery to the addresses as follow (or any other address that the party to be
notified may have designated to the sender by like notice):
County:

Miami-Dade County Manager
111 N.W. First Street, Suite 2910
Miami, Florida 33128

Copied to:

County Attorney, Miami-Dade County
111 N.W. First Street, Suite 2810
Miami, Florida 33128

and

Director, Miami-Dade County Parks and
Recreation Department
275 NW 2nd Street, 5th Floor
Miami, Florida 33128

Town:

Town Manager
Town of Cutler Bay
10720 Caribbean Blvd., Ste. 105
Cutler Bay, Florida 33189

Copied to:

Town Attorney
c/o Mitch Bierman
Weiss Serota Helfman Pastoriza Cole & Boniske
2525 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 700,
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Page 6 of 9
12/15/2006

8.

Entire Agreement

9.

The TOWN and the COUNTY agree that this is the entire Agreement between the
parties. This Agreement supersedes all prior negotiations, correspondence,
conversations, agreements or understandings applicable to the matters contained
herein, and there are no commitments, agreements or understandings concerning
the subject matter of this Agreement that are not contained in this document. This
Agreement cannot be modified or amended without the express written consent of
the parties. Accordingly, no modification, amendment or alteration of the terms
or conditions contained herein shall be effective unless contained in a written
document executed with the same formality and of equal dignity herewith.
Amendments
This Agreement may be modified only by an agreement in writing signed and sealed
by the TOWN Mayor and the County Manager of Miami-Dade County.

10.

Severability
If any term or provision of this Agreement shall to any extent be held invalid or
unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected and each
term and provision of this Agreement shall be valid and be enforced to the fullest
extent permitted by law.

11.

Assignment
Neither this Agreement nor any term or provision hereof or right hereunder shall
be assignable by any parties, and any attempt to make such assignment shall be
void.

12.

Governing Law
This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of
Florida, and any proceedings arising in any matter pertaining to this Agreement
shall, to the extent permitted by law, be held in Miami-Dade County, Florida.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed on
their behalf as of the date first above written.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

TOWN OF CUTLER BAY,
a municipal corporation of the State of Florida

By: ______________________________
Town Attorney

By: ________________________
Town Mayor
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
a political subdivision of the State of Florida

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:
By: _________________________
County Attorney

By its Board of County
Commissioners:
By: ___________________________
County Manager

ATTEST:
By: _________________________
Clerk

:
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TAB 3

Office of the Town Manager
Steven J. Alexander
Town Manager

MEMORANDUM
To:

Honorable Mayor & Town Council

From: Steven J. Alexander, Town Manager
Date: May 18, 2007
Re:

Safe Neighborhood Parks Bond Program Grant Application

REQUEST
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY,
FLORIDA, RELATING TO GRANTS, AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY FOR
GRANT FUNDING FROM THE SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS BOND PROGRAM; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
On Thursday, May 10, the Miami-Dade County Office of Safe Neighborhood Parks (OSNP)
announced the availability of grant funding through a competitive application process.
Applications are due back to the OSNP by June 1, 2007, and funding, if awarded, must be
expended by December 31, 2008.
Funding is available during this grant cycle for park improvements ($1,100,000) and land
acquisition ($575,000). In each case, the minimum amount that may be requested is
$10,000. There is no maximum amount that may be requested; however, there is a dollar
for dollar match requirement. The Citizen’s Oversight Committee, who conducts the grant
process, has established the installation of shelters and ADA-accessible playgrounds as
priorities for funding of park improvements.
The Parks and Recreation Department is preparing grant applications that must include a
resolution from the Town Council authorizing the grant application and listing the projects
for which funding is being sought. The resolution language has been provided by the
OSNP.
The projects for which applications will be submitted are:
1. Acquisition of approximately 1.3 acres of vacant property adjacent to the existing
Lincoln City Park, fronting on Old Cutler Road and SW 216 Street. We will be
seeking $575,000.
2. Funding for the installation of a picnic pavilion and playground shade structure at
Cutler Ridge Park. We will be seeking $75,000.
We believe that these are both viable projects that will be well-received by the Safe
Neighborhood Parks Citizens Oversight Committee.
10720 Caribbean Boulevard, Suite 105, Cutler Bay, FL 33189
(305) 234-4262 Office (305) 234-4251 Fax
www.cutlerbay-fl.gov

RECOMMENDATION
We recommend that the attached resolution be adopted.
Attachments:
• Proposed Resolution
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RESOLUTION NO. 07-____
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING
TO GRANTS, AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO
APPLY FOR GRANT FUNDING FROM THE SAFE
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS BOND PROGRAM; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the citizens of Miami Dade County have authorized the issuance of general
obligation bonds (the "Bonds) for the purpose of financing capital improvement programs for
certain parks, beaches, natural areas and recreation facilities; and
WHEREAS, to implement and give effect to the bond program, Miami Dade County,
Florida enacted Ordinance No. 96-115, the Safe Neighborhood Parks Ordinance (the
"Ordinance"); and
WHEREAS, it is necessary and desirable to improve the quality of life, to benefit
property values, to promote prevention of juvenile crime by providing positive recreation
opportunities, and to improve the recreation facilities for youth, adult, and senior citizens in this
community through the improvement of our parks and natural areas; and
WHEREAS, in order to foster those important values, the projects more specifically
listed below have been identified for reimbursement pursuant to the terms of the Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the Ordinance, the passage of this resolution and
the acts contemplated by this resolution are conditions to obtaining a grant; and
WHEREAS, The Town of Cutler Bay (the “Town”) wishes to make application for the
grant monies for the projects listed below subject to all terms and conditions of the Ordinance.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
The Town Manager is authorized to make application for a grant for the
projects and in the amount listed below, and in connection with such application to execute such
grant agreement and other contracts and documents, to expend Safe Neighborhood Parks bond
funds received for the purposes described in the funding request, to execute any necessary
amendments to the grant application and contracts, and take such other acts as may be necessary
to bind the Town and accomplish the intent of this resolution. Application shall be made with
respect to each of the following projects (the "Projects") in the amounts set forth below.
Grant Title
Acquisition of Willard Property

Total Grant
$575,000

Cutler Ridge Park pavilion &
playground shelter

$75,000

Section 2.
The Town shall complete each of the Projects in accordance with the
Page 1 of 3 and the administrative rules authorized by the
terms of the grant agreement, the Ordinance,
Citizens' Oversight Committee (the "Committee") to implement the Ordinance. If the total cost
of a Project exceeds the value allocated in the grant, then the Town will provide any
supplemental funds required to complete the Project.
In the event that supplemental funds are necessary for the completion of the Project,
as of the point in time that it is known that supplemental funds are needed, the Town will
demonstrate that such supplemental funds have been committed to the Project prior to and as a
condition of disbursement or further disbursement of grant funds. The requirement for the Town
to provide any supplemental funds required to complete the Project may, at the sole discretion of
the Committee, be modified in whole or in part by a reduction in scope of work consistent with
the Ordinance.
Section 3.
The Town recognizes and directs that any beach, park, or other public
facility acquired, developed, rehabilitated or restored with bond funds, including the Projects,
shall be open and accessible to the public without discrimination as to race, color, gender, age,
religion, belief, residence, natural origin, marital status or disability.
Section 4.
To the extent allowed by law, the Town shall commit any and all funds
which may be required to operate, maintain and provide programming at each park project upon
its completion.
Section 5.
No substitution in capital project funding by the Town shall occur as a
result of the grant for which the Town is applying.
Section 6.

This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of

, 2007.

__________________________
PAUL S. VROOMAN
Mayor

Attest:

ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC
Town Clerk
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APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY:

_______________________________
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA
COLE & BONISKE, P.A.
Interim Town Attorney
Moved By:
Seconded By:

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman

____

Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall

____

Councilmember Peggy R. Bell

____

Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott

____

Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin

____
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TAB 4

Office of the Town Manager
Steven J. Alexander
Town Manager

MEMORANDUM
To:

Honorable Mayor, Vice Mayor and Town Council

From:

Steven J. Alexander, Town Manager

Date:

May 21, 2007

Re:

Quality Neighborhood Improvements Program Interlocal Agreement

REQUEST
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY,
FLORIDA, APPROVING THE “INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND
TOWN OF CUTLER BAY FOR DISTRIBUTION OF QUALITY NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT
FUNDS (QNIP)” RELATING TO THE DISBURSEMENT OF QNIP FUNDS TO THE TOWN OF
CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
As part of the interlocal agreement for the conveyance of Miami-Dade County’s parks to the Town of
Cutler Bay, the County is required to make funds from the Quality Neighborhood Improvements
Program (QNIP) available to the Town through a separate interlocal agreement. Miami-Dade County’s
Office of Strategic Business Management has provided the attached agreement that provides for the
following:
•
•
•

The Town will receive an amount not to exceed $523,000.
The funds may only be used for the construction or rehabilitation of the parks being conveyed
to the Town (Bel Aire Park, Cutler Ridge Park, Franjo Park, Lincoln City Park #2, Saga Bay
Park, Saga Lake Park and Whispering Pines Park).
The Town must ensure that the County is recognized as the funding agency, through QNIP, on
any advertising or signage relating to the use of the funds.

The disbursement of the QNIP funds will allow the Town to make much-needed improvements to all
of the parks that the County is conveying to the Town.
RECOMMENDATION
We recommend that the attached resolution be adopted in substantially the form attached.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-____
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING
THE “INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMIDADE COUNTY AND TOWN OF CUTLER BAY FOR
DISTRIBUTION
OF
QUALITY
NEIGHBORHOOD
IMPROVEMENT FUNDS (QNIP)” RELATING TO THE
DISBURSEMENT OF QNIP FUNDS TO THE TOWN OF
CUTLER BAY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO
EXECUTE THE SAME AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade County Park and Recreation Department has identified
Quality Neighborhood Improvement Program (QNIP) funding that is available for park
improvement projects that have not been completed; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Cutler Bay (the “Town”) has requested that the remaining
balance in the QNIP fund for Parks-related projects within the Town’s municipal boundaries be
disbursed to the Town for use on parks projects until the amount is depleted.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
this reference.

Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by

Section 2.
QNIP Interlocal Agreement Approved. The “Interlocal Agreement Between
Miami-Dade County and the Town of Cutler Bay for Distribution of Quality Neighborhood
Improvements Program Funds (QNIP)” relating to the disbursement of County funds to the Town in
substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” is hereby approved.
Section 3.
Town Mayor Authorized. The Town Mayor is authorized to execute the
“Interlocal Agreement Between Miami-Dade County and the Town of Cutler Bay for Distribution
of Quality Neighborhood Improvements Program Funds (QNIP)” in substantially the form attached
hereto as Exhibit “A,” on behalf of the Town.
Section 4.

Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED and ADOPTED this ____ day of

, 2007.

PAUL S. VROOMAN
Mayor

Attest:

ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC
Town Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY:

_______________________________
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA
COLE & BONISKE, P.A.
Interim Town Attorney

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman

____

Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall

____

Councilmember Peggy R. Bell

____

Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott

____

Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin

____

DRAFT
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
FOR DISTRIBUTION OF QUALITY NEIGHBHORHOOD IMPROVEMENT FUNDS
(QNIP)
This Agreement, made this _____ day of _____________________, 2007, by
and between Miami-Dade County, a political subdivision of the State of Florida
(hereinafter referred to as “County”) located at 111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, FL 331281912, and the Town of Cutler Bay having offices at 10720 Caribbean Boulevard, Suite
105, Cutler Bay, FL 33189 (hereinafter referred to as “Town”).
WHEREAS, the unincorporated portion of District 8 which comprises the
incorporated Town of Cutler Bay, Florida was given commitments prior to incorporation
as projects to be funded in whole or in part in such portion of District 8 from the proceeds
of the County’s Public Service Tax Revenue Bonds (UMSA Public Improvements),
Series 1999, Public Service Tax Revenue Bonds (UMSA Public Improvements), Series
2002 and Public Service Tax Revenue Bonds (UMSA Public Improvements), Series
2006 (the “County Bonds”); and
WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade County Park and Recreation Department has
identified funding available for projects that have not been completed; and
WHEREAS, the Town has requested that the remaining balance in the QNIP
fund for Parks related projects be disbursed to the Town for use on parks projects until
the amount is depleted,
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants recorded herein,
the parties hereto agree as follows:
I.

AMOUNT PAYABLE. The County agrees to disburse to the Town an amount
not to exceed $523,000 to fund, in whole or in part, the construction or
rehabilitation of park projects in the parks listed in Attachment A. It is expressly
understood that the County shall not be responsible for any costs in excess of
$523,000 incurred in the construction/renovation of the parks listed in Attachment
A. The Town shall be responsible for the construction or rehabilitation of the
parks listed in Attachment A.

II.
SCOPE OF SERVICES. The Town agrees to only use these funds for the
construction/renovation of those parks, which is incorporated herein and attached hereto
as Attachment A.
III.
EFFECTIVE TERM. The effective term of this Agreement shall be from
_______________, 2007 to _____________________, 200_.
IV.
INDEMNIFICATION BY TOWN.
A.
Government Entity. Town shall indemnify and hold harmless the County and its
officers, employees, agents and instrumentalities from any and all liability, losses or
damages, including attorney’s fees and costs of defense and appeal, which the County
or its officers, employees, agents or instrumentalities may incur as a result of claims,
MG QNIP Reimbursement
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demands, suits, causes of actions or proceedings of any kind or nature arising out of,
relating to or resulting from the performance of this Agreement by Town or its
employees, agents, servants, partners, principals or subcontractors or any other third
party. Town shall pay all claims and losses in connection therewith and shall investigate
and defend all claims, suits or actions of any kind or nature in the name of the County,
where applicable, including appellate proceedings and shall pay all costs, judgments,
and attorney’s fees which may issue thereon. Provided, however, the indemnification
shall only be to the extent and within the limitations of Section 768.28 Florida Statutes.
B.
Term of Indemnification. The provisions of this section of indemnification shall
survive the expiration or termination of this Agreement.
V.
NOTICES. It is understood and agreed between the parties that any written
notice delivered hereunder, when addresses and mailed or delivered to the parties at the
following addresses is sufficiently delivered:
Town:

Town Manager
Town of Cutler Bay
10720 Caribbean Boulevard, Suite 105
Cutler Bay, FL 33189

Copy To:

Town Attorney
c/o Mitch Bierman
Weiss Serota Helfman Pastoriza Cole & Boniske
2525 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 700,
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

County:

Jorge M. Fernandez, Program Coordinator
Incorporation and Annexation
Office of Strategic Business Management
111 N.W. 1st Street, 22nd Floor
Miami, FL 33128

VI.
AUTONOMY. Both parties agree that this Agreement recognizes the autonomy
of and stipulates or implies no affiliation between the contracting parties. It is expressly
understood and intended that the Town is only a recipient of funding support and is not
an agent or instrumentality of the County. Furthermore, the Town’s agents and
employees are not agents, employees nor is the Town an instrumentality of the County.
VII.
BREACH OF AGREEMENT: COUNTY REMEDIES.
A.
Breach. A breach by the Town shall have occurred under this Agreement if (1)
the Town uses the County funds allocated under this Agreement ineffectively,
improperly, and/or for any purpose other than the construction or renovation of parks as
listed in the Attachment A; (2) the Town refuses to allow the County access to records
relating to this contract and the construction/renovation of parks projects; (3) the Town
attempts to meet its obligations under this Agreement through fraud, misrepresentation
or material misstatement; (4) the Town fails to fulfill in a proper manner any and all of its
obligations, covenants, agreements and stipulations in this Agreement. Waiver of
breach of any provisions of this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver of any
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other breach and shall not be construed to be a modification of the terms of this
Agreement.
B.
County Remedies. If the Town breaches this Agreement, the County may
pursue any or all of the following remedies:
1.
The County may terminate this Agreement by giving written notice to the
Town of such termination and specifying the effective date thereof at least five (5) days
before the effective date of termination. In the event of termination, the Town shall
reimburse the County for all County funds allocated to the Town under this agreement.
The Town shall be responsible for all direct and indirect costs associated with such
termination, including attorney’s fees;
3.
The County may seek enforcement of this Agreement including but not
limited to filing an action with a court of appropriate jurisdiction. The Town shall be
responsible for all direct and indirect costs associated with such enforcement, including
attorney’s fees;
4.

Any other remedy available at law or equity.

C.
Damages Sustained. Notwithstanding the above, the Town shall not be relieved
of liability to the County for damages sustained by the County by virtue of any breach of
this Agreement. The County may also pursue any remedies available at law or equity to
compensate for any damages sustained by the breach. The Town shall be responsible
for all direct and indirect costs associated with such action, including attorney’s fees.
VIII. TERMINATION BY EITHER PARTY. Both parties agree that this Agreement
may be terminated for cause by either party hereto by written notice to the other party of
such intent to terminate at least five (5) days prior to the effective date of such
termination.
IX.
PAYMENT PROCEDURES. The County agrees to pay the Town for services
rendered under this Agreement based on the procedures outlined below:
A.
Upon approval of this Agreement by the Miami-Dade County Board of
County Commissioners, the Town Manager shall submit a letter to the Program
Coordinator, Incorporation and Annexation Unit, Office of Strategic Business
Management requesting the payment of the total approved funding, not to exceed
$523,000, to be released to the Town solely for the purposes stated herein.
B.
No Payment of Subcontractors. In no event shall County funds be
advanced directly to any subcontractor to any Town agreements entered into hereunder.

X.

USE OF FUNDS
A.
Town shall only use County funds for the construction/renovation of parks
listed in Attachment A. It is expressly understood that County funds shall not be used in
any way at any other Town owned facilities. In the event the County in its sole discretion
determines the Town has used funds in a manner that is not authorized by this
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Agreement, the Town agrees to reimburse the County in full for any amounts used by
the Town in a manner not authorized by this Agreement.
B.
Adverse Actions or Proceeding. The Town shall not utilize County funds
to retain legal counsel for any action or proceeding against the County or any of its
agents, instrumentalities, employees or officials. The Town shall not utilize County funds
to provide legal representation, advice or counsel or any client in any action or
proceeding against the County or any of its agents, instrumentalities, employees or
officials.
C.
purposes.

XI.

Religious Purposes.

County funds shall not be used for religious

RECORDS, REPORTS, AUDITS, MONITORING AND REVIEW.

A.
Office of Miami-Dade County Inspector General. Miami-Dade County has
established the Office of Inspector General, which is empowered to perform random
audits on all County Agreements throughout the duration of each Agreement. Grant
recipients are exempt from paying the cost of the audit, which is normally ¼ of 1% of the
total Agreement amount.
The Miami-Dade County Inspector General is authorized and empowered to review past,
present and proposed County and Public Health Trust programs, agreements,
transactions, accounts, records and programs. In addition, the Inspector General has
the power to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, require the production of records
and monitor existing projects and programs. Monitoring of an existing project or
program may include a report concerning whether the project is on time, within budget
and in compliance with plans, specifications and applicable law.
The Inspector General is empowered to analyze the necessity of and reasonableness of
proposed change orders to the Agreement. The Inspector General is empowered to
retain the services of independent private sector inspectors general to audit, investigate,
monitor, oversee, inspect and review operations, activities, performance and
procurement process including but not limited to project design, bid specifications,
proposal submittals, activities of the Town, its officers, agents and employees, lobbyists,
County staff and elected officials to ensure compliance with Agreement specifications
and to detect fraud and corruption.
Upon ten (10) days prior written notice to the Town from the Inspector General or
Independent Private sector Inspector General (IPSIG) retained by the Inspector General,
the Town shall make all requested records and documents solely related to this
Agreement available to the Inspector General or IPSIG for inspection and copying.
The Inspector General and IPSIG shall have the right to inspect and copy all documents
and records in the Town’s possession, custody or control which, in the Inspector
General’s or IPSIG’s sole judgment, pertain to performance of this Agreement, including,
but not limited to original estimate files, worksheets, proposals and Agreements from
and with successful and unsuccessful subcontractors and suppliers, all project-related
correspondence, memoranda, instructions, financial documents, construction
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documents, proposal and Agreement documents, back-charge documents, all
documents and records which involve cash, trade or volume discounts, insurance
proceeds, rebates, or dividends received, payroll and personnel records, and supporting
documentation for the aforesaid documents and records.
The provisions in this section shall apply to the Town, its officers, agents, employees,
subcontractors and suppliers. The Town shall incorporate the provisions in this section
in all subcontracts and all other agreements executed by the Town in connection with
the performance of this Agreement.
XII.

MISCELLANEOUS

A.
Publicity. By the acceptance of these funds, the Town recognizes the
County as the funding source of the construction or rehabilitation of the parks listed on
Attachment A. The Town shall ensure that all publicity, public relations, advertisements
and signs recognize the County for the support of any projects funded through QNIP.
This is to include, but is not limited to, all posted signs, pamphlets, wall plaques,
cornerstones, dedications, notices, flyers, brochures, news releases, media packages,
promotions, and stationery. The use of the official County logo is permissible. The
Town shall ensure that all media representatives, when inquiring about the activities
funded by this Agreement, are informed that the County is a funding source.
B.
Agreement Guidelines. This Agreement is made in the State of Florida
and shall be governed according to the laws of the State of Florida. Proper venue for
this Agreement shall be Miami-Dade County, Florida.
C.
The County Mayor or His designee is authorized to make modifications to
this Agreement on behalf of the County.
D.
Headings, Use of Singular and Gender. Paragraph headings are for
convenience only and are not intended to expand or restrict the scope or substance of
the provisions of this Agreement. Wherever used herein, the singular shall include the
plural and plural shall include the singular, and pronouns shall be read as masculine,
feminine or neuter as the context requires.
E.
Totality of Agreement/Severability of Provisions. This seven (7) page
Agreement with its recitals on the first page of the Agreement and with its attachments
as referenced below contain all the terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties.
Attachment A:

List of Parks

No other Agreement, oral or otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Agreement
shall be deemed to exist or bind any of the parties hereto. If any provision of this
Agreement is held invalid or void, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected
thereby, if such remainder would then continue to conform to the terms and
requirements of applicable law.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be
executed by their respective and duly authorized officers as of the day and year first
above written.

Attest:
:

By:__________________________
___________________________
Town Clerk

TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
a municipal corporation

By:__________________________
__________________________
Town Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:
By: ___________________________________
Town Attorney

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
A political subdivision of the State of Florida
By it’s Board of County Commissioners:

By: ___________________________________
County Mayor or His designee

ATTEST:
HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK
By: __________________________________
County Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:
By ____________________________________
County Attorney
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ATTACHMENT A

LIST OF PARKS

BEL AIRE PARK
CUTLER RIDGE PARK
FRANJO PARK
LINCOLN CITY PARK #2
SAGA BAY PARK
SAGA LAKE PARK
WHISPERING PINES PARK

MG QNIP Reimbursement
Draft to Town 12-22-06

7

TAB 5

Office of the Town Manager
Steven J. Alexander
Town Manager

MEMORANDUM
To:

Honorable Mayor and Town Council

From: Steven J. Alexander, Town Manager
Date: May 18, 2007
Re:

Support of alternative property tax plan put forth by Miami-Dade County

REQUEST
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER
BAY, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE ALTERNATIVE PROPERTY TAX REFORM PLAN AS
PROPOSED BY MIAMI-DADE COUNTY ON MAY 18, 2007, AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
RECOMMENDATION
We recommend that the attached resolution be adopted, and that the Town of Cutler Bay
support the alternative property tax reform plan as proposed by Miami-Dade County.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS
On May 18, 2007, the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners held a workshop on
the property tax reform proposals currently being advanced by members of the Florida
legislature. The proposals currently being discussed focus on so-called “super exemptions”
to provide property tax relief. The competing proposals work somewhat differently, and
utilize different exemption rate percentages, but the overall concept seems to be one in
which both the Florida House and Senate embrace.
The more moderate of the current proposals is the one brought forth by the House
Democrats. In general, under their proposal, relief would be provided to homestead and
non-homestead property, to varying extents, through the use of “super exemptions” based
on a percentage of the median value of property in the County. The plan also provides
relief to commercial property by exempting up to 25% of the first $1,000,000 of taxable
value and exempting the first $25,000 of tangible personal property. An additional feature
of the House Democrat plan is that it also provides for state and local government revenue
controls. Based on information provided by Miami-Dade County, they estimate the impact
to Cutler Bay to be approximately $1.1 million.
At its May 18, 2007 property tax reform workshop, the Board of County Commissioners
approved putting forth a reasonable alternative to the House Democratic plan that would
10720 Caribbean Boulevard, Suite 105, Cutler Bay, FL 33189
(305) 234-4262 Office (305) 234-4251 Fax
www.cutlerbay-fl.gov

provide significant relief to tax payers while not resulting in devastating cuts to state and
local government budgets. The proposal they support is one which would apply a
graduated exemption, based on median values. As an example, they tiered the exemption
by applying a 50% exemption up to the median property value, a 25% exemption up to
two times the median property value and a 10% exemption up to three times the median
property value for homesteaded properties. For non-homesteaded properties, they applied
a 25% exemption for the first $500,000 of value and a 10% exemption for the value from
$500,001 to $1,000,000. Commercial properties would receive an exemption of 25% up
to $250,000 of value and a $25,000 exemption for tangible personal property. The County
and Cutler Bay staff believes that this approach employs the best parts of the current
proposals and provides meaningful relief to those most impacted by rising property values.
Their estimate of the impact on Cutler Bay, based on 2006 property tax data, would be a
reduction in ad valorem tax revenues to Cutler Bay of approximately $759,000. This
represents significant property tax relief to Cutler Bay properties, while at the same time is
less severe to the Town than would be under the other proposals.
Attached are documents prepared by County staff for their May 18th meeting. They include
illustrations of the competing plans effects under different scenarios. As the illustrations
show, the alternative plan proposed by the County provides significant taxpayer relief and,
at the same time, is less costly to local governments.
Each of the 36 cities in Miami Dade County has been asked to join a show of support for
this plan. Currently, all of the cities that were present at the workshop gave preliminary,
unofficial support to this new approach. A unified voice is critical to the success of gaining
legislative support for this approach.
The Board of County Commissioners will meet May 24th to accept the resolutions of support
from the cities and to formally approve the plan. Accordingly, we recommend that Council
show its support of the plan by approving the attached resolution of support.
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RESOLUTION NO. 07-____
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY,
FLORIDA, EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR MIAMI DADE
COUNTY’S ALTERNATE PROPERTY TAX REFORM
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE AND ALL OTHER PURPOSES.
WHEREAS, the Town of Cutler Bay, Florida (“Town”) has learned that Miami Dade
County has developed an alternate property tax reform legislative proposal for the purposes of
presenting it to the Florida Legislature for consideration during its special legislative session to
be held in June; and
WHEREAS, the Town believes the County proposal provides a viable alternative that
will provide substantial tax relief to the citizens of Cutler Bay while allowing them to continue to
receive municipal services at an acceptable level,; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to express support for the County proposal.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Recitals Adopted. That the recitals set forth above are hereby adopted and
confirmed.
Section 2. Support for County Proposal. The Mayor and City Council support the
alternate property tax reform legislative proposal developed by Miami Dade County as presented
at the special meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Miami Dade County on May
18, 2007.
Section 3. Direction to the Clerk. The City Clerk is directed to forward a certified
copy of this Resolution to Florida Governor Charlie Crist and all members of the Legislature of
the State of Florida, and the Mayor of Miami-Dade County.
Section 4. Severability. That the provisions of this Resolution are declared to be
severable and if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution shall for any reason be
held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Resolution but they shall remain in effect, it
being the legislative intent that this Resolution shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any
part.
Section 5. Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED and ADOPTED this ___day of

, 2007.

__________________________________
PAUL S. VROOMAN, Mayor
Attest:
________________________________
ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC
Town Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY:
_________________________________
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA
COLE & BONISKE, P.A.
Interim Town Attorney

Moved By:
Seconded By:

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION:
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman

____

Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall

____

Councilmember Peggy R. Bell

____

Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott

____

Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin

____
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