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TOWN OF CUTLER BAY 

 
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman     Town Attorney Mitchell Bierman 
Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall    Town Attorney Chad Friedman 
Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott    Town Clerk Erika Santamaria 
Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin     Town Manager Steven Alexander 
Councilmember Peggy R. Bell  

 
This meeting is open to the public.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special accommodation, a sign language interpreter or hearing impaired to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the Town Clerk at (305) 234-4262 for assistance no later than four days prior to the meeting.   
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, September 23, 2009, Immediately Following Budget Hearing 

South Dade Regional Library  
10750 SW 211th Street, 2nd

  

 Floor 
Cutler Bay, Florida 33189 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
2. PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Regular Council Meeting – August 19, 2009 
  
4. REPORTS 
 

A. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
B. TOWN ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 
C. BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

5. CONSENT AGENDA  
 ANY ITEMS SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION OR SEPARATE VOTE IF REQUESTED 

OR PULLED BY A COUNCILMEMBER OR THE TOWN MANAGER. 
 
 A. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY’S 
INITIATIVE ON BEING A DISTRIBUTION SITE FOR NOVEL H1N1 INFLUENZA 
INOCULATION ; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (MACDOUGALL) 
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B. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 
CHILDREN’S TRUST AND THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY FOR THE PROVISION 
OF AN AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM AT CUTLER RIDGE PARK; AUTHORIZING 
THE TOWN MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
C. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA PERTAINING TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 
FOR PROFESSIONAL DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN 
MANAGER TO ENTER INTO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE TOP THREE RANKED FIRMS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
 

D. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO GRANTS, APPROVING MATCHING 
GRANT FUNDING IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $292,600 FOR THE BEL 
AIRE PARK AND SAGA LAKE PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
E. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING BASED ON THE 
MANAGER’S FINDING OF IMPRACTICABILITY FOR THE SELECTION OF A 
COMPUTER HARDWARE PROVIDER; APPROVING THE SELECTION OF 
ALTEK COMPUTER GROUP, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF COMPUTER 
HARDWARE FOR THE TOWN  BASED ON THREE PRICE QUOTATIONS; 
AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT WITH ALTEK COMPUTER GROUP, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE 
OF THE ERP COMPUTER NETWORK SERVERS AND NECESSARY 
EQUIPMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
F. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE; AND EXPANDING THE DUTIES OF THE PARKS AND 
RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. (BELL) 

 
6. QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 

ALL PERSONS ADDRESSING THE TOWN COUNCIL SHALL BE SWORN-IN PRIOR TO GIVING TESTIMONY AND MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO CROSS EXAMINATION.  ALL PERSONS ADDRESSING THE TOWN COUNCIL SHALL STATE THEIR NAME 
AND ADDRESS FOR THE RECORD. 

 
A. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING A SIGN VARIANCE FOR EAST RIDGE 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE INC., LOCATED AT 19301 S.W. 87TH AVENUE, TO 
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PERMIT A MONUMENT SIGN OF 88 SQUARE FEET WHERE 24 SQUARE FEET 
IS PERMITTED; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
7. ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING (PUBLIC HEARING NOT REQUIRED)  

 
A. AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, 

FLORIDA, REVISING ORDINANCE 06-22 TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS MATERIALS VALUED AT LESS THAN $5,000.00; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR  
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
8. ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING OR RESOLUTIONS REQUIRING A PUBLIC HEARING  
 
9. ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED)   

 
10. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

THE PRESIDING OFFICER SHALL HAVE THE DISCRETION TO LIMIT THE LENGTH OF PUBLIC COMMENTS IN THE 
INTEREST OF TIME IN ORDER TO ALLOW ALL PERSONS WHO WISH TO SPEAK AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO. 
 

11. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
12. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

  
 

PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 286.0105, THE TOWN HEREBY ADVISES THE PUBLIC THAT IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THIS 
COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT ITS MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND THAT FOR SUCH 
PURPOSE, THE AFFECTED PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEECING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND 
EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED THIS NOTICE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE CONSENT BY THE TOWN FOR THE INTRODUCTION OR ADMISSION OF 
OTHERWISE INADMISSIBLE OR IRRELEVANT EVIDENCE, NOR DOES IT AUTHORIZE CHALLENGES OR APPEALS NOT OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY LAW. 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and Town Council  
 
From:  Honorable Councilmember Bell 
 
Date: September 16, 2009 
 
Re: Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

 
REQUEST 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO THE 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND EXPANDING THE DUTIES OF 
THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 
Background and Analysis 
In 2007 the Town established a special events citizen advisory committee. After six 
months of study the committee produced a report for the council.  Some members of 
the committee continued to volunteer for the Town as an unofficial committee.  
 
Because these citizens would like to continue to assist the Town in establishing and 
producing events that will enhance the image of the Town, yet are unable to do so in an 
official manner, we believe they would serve the Town best as members of an expanded 
Parks and Recreation Citizen Advisory Committee. 
  
The events volunteers who respectfully request to be a part of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee are: 
  

Ralph Geronimo, Terry Long, Miriam Mayoral, Pat Fulton, and Art Nanni. 
 
As your liaison to the Parks and Recreation Citizen Advisory Committee I urge your 
favorable consideration in appointing these members to the committee. 

Office of the Mayor and Town Council 

Paul S. Vrooman 
Mayor 

 
Edward P. MacDougall 

Vice Mayor 
 

Timothy J. Meerbott 
Councilmember – Seat 1 

 
Ernest N. Sochin 

Councilmember – Seat 2 
 

Peggy R. Bell 
Councilmember – Seat 3 

 
 

 
 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 09-  
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL 
OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, 
PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
MEMBERS TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND EXPANDING THE 
DUTIES OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Cutler Bay (the "Town") currently has a citizens committee  

to advise the Town Council with regard to parks and recreational facilities within the Town, and 
to make recommendations to the Town concerning development and usage of such parks and 
recreational facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council deems it beneficial to the community to provide 

programs and events that will enhance the image of the Town and endeavor to meet the needs of 
all of its citizens; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council is desirous of expanding the duties of the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Committee to include Town community events and cultural programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, these expanded duties would require additional members being appointed 

to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee in order to assist with the new duties.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN 

COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
  
 Section 1. Recitals.

  

  The above Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated 
herein by this reference. 

 Section 2. Additional Responsibility.

   

  The Town Council hereby modifies the duties 
of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee to include the planning and organization of Town 
events and cultural programs. 

Section 3. Additional Appointments and Term of Service of All Appointees.

  

  The 
Council shall appoint five (5) additional members who shall be chosen by each Councilmember 
nominating one member from a list of persons who volunteer by advising the Town Manager or 
a Councilmember of their interest in serving on said Committee.  All members of the Committee, 
including all current members and new appointees, shall serve at the pleasure of the Council 
Member who appointed the member for a period of one year from the effective date of this 
resolution unless removed earlier by the appointing Council Member.     

Section 4. Effective Date.

 

  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon 
its adoption. 
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PASSED and ADOPTED this ____ day of     , 2009. 
 
    
             
        __________________________ 
        PAUL S. VROOMAN, Mayor  
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
       
ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC  
Town Clerk  
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE 
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY: 
 
       
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA  
COLE & BONISKE, P.A. 
Town Attorney 
 
Moved By: 
Seconded By: 
 
FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION: 
 
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman     
 
Vice Mayor Edwards P. MacDougall    
 
Councilmember Peggy R. Bell    
 
Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott    
 
Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin    
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To: Steven J. Alexander, Town Manager  
 
From:  David Hennis, Community Development Director  
 
Date: August 10, 2009 
 
Re: East Ridge Retirement Village Sign Variance 
 V2009-001 

 
 
East Ridge Retirement Village, Inc has submitted a sign variance application for the 
retirement village property located at 19301 SW 87th Avenue.  The variance seeks relief 
from Code Section 33-100.1, which limits the size of a monument sign in an AU 
Agricultural district to 24 square feet and Code Section 33-111, which limits the size of a 
directional sign to 3 square feet and 4 feet in height.  The variance application requests 
a monument sign 88 square feet [3.5 times larger than the code allows] and a directional 
sign 75 square feet and 6 feet in height [25 times larger and 2 feet in height taller than 
the code allows].    
 
The monument sign is of concrete block and stucco construction, 7.5 feet in height and 
16 feet in width and placed perpendicular to the SW 87th Avenue entry.  The sign entails 
the use of columns and decorative stone caps.  The directional sign is of the same 
construction, 6 feet in height and 15 feet in width and placed approximately 155 feet 
internal to the SW 87th Avenue entry and provides direction to the various buildings on-
site.   
 
The site presently has two identification signs mounted on the walls at the SW 87th Avenue 
entry.  These signs will have to be removed prior to installation of any new signage. 
 
  

(1) Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land on which 
the sign is proposed and these conditions and/or circumstances are not applicable to 
other lands in the same zoning district. 

Town Council Review Standards 
Section 33-120.13 of the Code of Ordinances requires the following considerations in 
support of sign variance applications.  
 

Staff Evaluation 
The subject property is a 70+ acre adult congregate care facility.  This places somewhat 
unique and special conditions on the tract. 

 
 

Community Development Department 

David Hennis 
Director 

 
 



 

(2) The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the 
applicant. 

The special conditions and circumstances generally result from the actions of the applicant in 
the construction of the facility and not the uniqueness of the site.        

Staff Evaluation 

 
 
(3) The granting of the variance will not confer upon the applicant any special privilege 
that is denied by this code to others in the same zoning district. 

The size and scale of the proposed signs are inconsistent with the code and surrounding 
properties and may confer a special privilege if granted. 

Staff Evaluation 

 
 
(4) Literal interpretations of the provisions of the sign code would deprive the applicant 
of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the 
terms of the code and would result in an unnecessary and undue hardship on the 
applicant. 

Literal interpretation of the code limits signage in the AU, Agricultural district to a maximum of 
24 square feet; a limitation that existed prior to adoption and incorporation and also applies 
to educational campus and hospital facilities.   

Staff Evaluation 

 
 
(5) The grant of the variance is not contrary to the intent of the sign regulations or 
Chapter 33 Article VI of the Code of Ordinances, as applicable, will be in harmony with 
the purpose of this Article, and will not be injurious to the area involved or otherwise 
detrimental to the public welfare. 

The approval of this request will not have an adverse impact on the environment or the 
economy of the Town.  However the request may negatively impact community 
aesthetics by allowing signage significantly larger than the code permits. 

Staff Evaluation 

 
  
TOWN STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Denial of the monument sign variance request. 

:   

Denial of the directional sign variance request.    
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 09-____ 
 

  A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, APPROVING A SIGN 
VARIANCE FOR EAST RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE INC., 
LOCATED AT 19301 S.W. 87TH AVENUE, TO PERMIT A 
MONUMENT SIGN OF 88 SQUARE FEET WHERE 24 SQUARE 
FEET IS PERMITTED; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

    
   WHEREAS, East Ridge Retirement Village Inc.  (the “Applicant”) has submitted 

an application, pursuant to Section 33-120.13 of the Town of Cutler Bay (the “Town”) Code 
of Ordinances (the “Town Code”), to vary Section 33-100.1 of the Town Code relating to 
signs, to permit a monument sign of 88 feet where 24 feet is permitted, as shown in site plan 
application SP-2009-001, for the property located at 19301 S.W. 87th

 
 Avenue; and 

 WHEREAS, staff recommended denial of the requested variance, in its report dated 
August 10, 2009; and  
  
 WHEREAS, public notice was provided in accordance with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that this Resolution is in the best interest 
and welfare of the residents of the Town.  
   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN 
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. Recitals.

 

  The above recitals are true and correct and are 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. Approval of Variance.  The Town Council hereby approves the 
request by the Applicant, to vary the provisions of Section 33-100.1 of the Town Code to 
permit a monument sign of 88 feet where 24 feet is permitted, as shown in site plan 
application SP-2009-001, for property located at 19301 S.W. 87th

 
 Avenue 

 Section 3. Effective Date

 

.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this   day of   , 2009. 
 
        
             
       PAUL S. VROOMAN, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
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ERIKA GONZALEZ-SANTAMARIA, CMC 
Town Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND  
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE  
SOLE USE OF THE TOWN OF CUTLER BAY: 
 
       
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN PASTORIZA 
COLE & BONISKE, P.L. 
Town Attorney 
 
Moved By:   
Seconded By:   
 
FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION: 
 
Mayor Paul S. Vrooman     
 
Vice Mayor Edward P. MacDougall    
 
Councilmember Peggy R. Bell    
 
Councilmember Timothy J. Meerbott    
 
Councilmember Ernest N. Sochin    
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